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From: .jfloward P, ¥il3.ens 

Re : . StedET meeting of January 20, 1964 


On the above date raemhers of the staff vho were on^ 
duty attended a staff meeting at which the Chief Justice was., 
present. In addition to the Chief Justice, l-lr. Rankin and 
myself, the fol.lowing persons were pi-esent: Messrs. Huber b, 

Bm, . Redlich, • Stern, Specter, Griffin, Belin, Shaffer, 
Eisenberg and Slawson. At the beginning of the meeting the 
Chief Justice 8.ccouuted the reasons why he undertook the job 
as Cnairman ox the Conxnissioiic He d.£scribed his initial 
reluctance to do this when the So3.icitor General and the 
Deputy A.otorney General asked' him to d.o so. Then he aecounted 
his conversation with President Johnson, which changed his mind* 
He seated that the President was very concerned regarding the 
international repercussions of the assassination and called upon 
the Chief Justice to help. The Chief Justice stated that he 
felt under those circumstances he had no altex'native. He 
stated that the Pz'esident had instx-ucted hiiii to find out the 
who3.e ti-uth and nothing hut the truth and that is what he 
intended to do. " 



